
 

United Nations Committee on the Status of Women (UNW) 

 

I. Introduction of the Committee 

 

The United Nations Committee on the Status of Women (UNW) is one of the six main committees of the 

United Nations General Assembly. It was established in 1946 and is dedicated to promoting gender 

equality and women's empowerment worldwide. UNW is a critical platform for addressing issues related 

to women's rights and the advancement of gender equality. The committee plays a pivotal role in 

shaping global policies and strategies to improve the status of women in various aspects of life, including 

politics and the digital economy. 

 

II. Powers and Mandate of the Committee 

 

The United Nations Committee on the Status of Women (UNW) has several key powers and a broad 

mandate to address issues related to women's rights and gender equality. Its powers and mandate 

include: 

 

1. Policy Recommendations: UNW is responsible for making policy recommendations to the United 

Nations General Assembly on gender equality and women's empowerment. This includes 

recommendations related to women's participation in the political sphere and the digital economy in 

developing countries. 

 

2. Monitoring and Reporting: The committee monitors the implementation of international 

commitments related to women's rights, such as the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). UNW assesses the progress of member states in achieving 

gender equality and prepares regular reports. 

 

3. Resolution Drafting: UNW has the authority to draft and propose resolutions on issues concerning 

women's rights and gender equality. These resolutions can focus on political participation, economic 

empowerment, and more. 

 



4. Advocacy and Awareness: The committee promotes awareness of women's issues and advocates for 

gender-sensitive policies, strategies, and actions. It also mobilizes support for initiatives aimed at 

advancing women's rights. 

III. The Current Members of the Committee 

 

The composition of the United Nations Committee on the Status of Women (UNW) can change over 

time as member states are elected or appointed. As of the last available information (as of my 

knowledge cutoff date in January 2022), the member states of the committee may include: 

 

1. Argentina 

2. Australia 

3. Bangladesh 

4. Brazil 

5. Canada 

6. China 

7. Egypt 

8. France 

9. Germany 

10. India 

11. Iran 

12. Israel 

13. Italy 

14. Japan 

15. Mexico 

16. Nigeria 

17. Pakistan 

18. Russia 

19. Saudi Arabia 

20. South Africa 

21. United Kingdom 



22. United States 

 

 

IV. Topic: Women's Role in the Political Sphere and the Digital Economy in Developing Countries 

 

A. Background 

 

The topic for discussion in the United Nations Committee on the Status of Women (UNW) is "Women's 

Role in the Political Sphere and the Digital Economy in Developing Countries." This is a multifaceted 

issue that encompasses various aspects of women's rights and empowerment in the context of 

developing nations. It explores the challenges and opportunities for women in the political arena and 

the digital economy. 

 

B. Key Subtopics 

 

1. Women's Political Participation:  

   - Barriers to women's political participation in developing countries. 

   - Strategies to increase women's representation in government and decision-making roles. 

   - The role of women in peacebuilding and conflict resolution. 

 

2. Digital Gender Divide: 

   - Disparities in digital access and literacy between men and women. 

   - Empowering women through digital education and skills development. 

   - The impact of the digital gender divide on economic opportunities for women. 

 

3. Economic Empowerment: 

   - Women's participation in the formal and informal sectors of the economy. 

   - Access to financial resources and entrepreneurship opportunities for women. 

   - Gender-responsive economic policies and programs in developing countries. 

 



4. Violence Against Women in Politics and Online: 

   - Addressing and preventing gender-based violence against women in politics. 

   - Strategies to combat online harassment and cyberbullying directed at women in the public sphere. 

 

C. Potential Solutions and Actions 

 

During your Model UN discussions, consider the following potential solutions and actions to address the 

topic: 

 

1. Advocating for gender quotas and affirmative action policies to increase women's representation in 

political offices. 

 

2. Promoting digital literacy programs and affordable access to technology for women in developing 

countries. 

 

3. Encouraging the creation of women-friendly workplaces and support for female entrepreneurs in the 

digital economy. 

 

4. Strengthening legislation and enforcement mechanisms to combat violence against women in politics 

and online. 

 

5. Fostering international cooperation to share best practices and provide technical assistance to 

developing countries in achieving gender equality. 

 

6. Collaborating with civil society organizations, NGOs, and women's networks to drive change at the 

grassroots level. 

 

 


